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   Welcome to the Summer/Fall Issue of NAPS News
Before we wrap up NAPS’ 30th year, please save the date:

Leap into a New Decade of Climate Change Awareness – Sat., Feb. 29, 10am-noon (w/ NAPS Annual Meeting)

Fall Social Celebrates NAPS 30th Year and Distinguished Citizen Ida Hall
Over 50 NAPS members and guests enjoyed an afternoon of 

camaraderie, food and refreshment at the Annual Fall Social and 
presentation of the 2019 Northumberland Distinguished Citizen 
Award, Sunday, Oct. 26, 2019, at 
the Bay Quarter Shores Commu-
nity Club House in Heathsville. 
The award was presented to and 
accepted by long-time water-
woman and environmentalist, 
Ida Hall.

The cocktail hour featured 
raw, fried, and roasted oysters, 
including Oysters Rockefeller, 
provided by NAPS member 
Tom Jeffries, owner of Awesome 
Oysters LLC in Village. Other 
NAPS members provided tasty 
appetizers – many with seafood 
– playing into the “bounty of 
the Bay” motif of the party. The 
Chesapeake Bay Garden Club 
dressed up the tables and entry 
with artful Bay-themed decorations.

Attendees viewed a slideshow of photos from NAPS events dur-
ing the past year, showing on a monitor near the welcome table.

After an hour or so of wine, appetizers and conversation, NAPS 

president Mike Ahart thanked the crowd for attending the event 
and gave special thanks to Tom Jeffries for the oysters, the Chesa-
peake Bay Garden Club for the decorations, NAPS members and 

guests who provided appetizers 
and side dishes, and the NAPS 
Social Committee for organizing 
and setting up the event: Janice 
Mahoney (chair), Gena McKin-
ley, Judy Lang, Sue Lindsey, 
Martha Tallent, Janice Manyak, 
and Alice Imbur. Lynton Land 
and Gena McKinley received 
special thanks for helping Tom 
with the oyster shucking and 
Janice Mahoney for fryer duty. 
Jay & Earline Walker were 
thanked for picking up the “30 
Years of Stewardship” cake cre-
ated by LeCakes By Design in 
Callao.

Mike also thanked new NAPS 
member Clif Ames for handling 

the bar, and Bay Quarter Shores Community for providing the 
lovely venue.

The Northumberland Distinguished Citizen Award was then pre-
sented to Ida Hall, accompanied by 

NAPS president Mike Ahart presents the Distinguished Citizen Award plaque 
to Ida Hall, accompanied by her brothers James and Snowden Hall.

NAPS Launches Flotilla for River 
and Creek Cleanup

Pg. 4-5

(See “Fall Social” on p. 2...)



her brothers Snowden and James, who trav-
eled from as far as Maine to attend. She was 
also presented with a gift from friends at 
Rappahannock Hang Ups & Gallery where 
she works part-time – a framed newspaper 
article about her winning the award. 

In Ida’s acceptance speech, she focused 
on the importance of preserving the area’s 
natural resources, cultural heritage, and 
way of life, as well as educating present 
and future generations: “We must plan and 
locate future developments on suitable land, 
educate all residents on ways to improve 
water quality, reduce our demands on our 
limited natural resources, manage our fish-
eries with scientific facts, 
not politics, and we must 
provide our youth and 
adults with ‘Meaningful 
Watershed Educational 
Experiences’ in and out 
of the classroom. It is 
these firsthand experi-
ences that connect us to 
nature and its value and 
lead us to understand, ap-
preciate and care. When 
we care, we are more 
likely to take responsibility for our actions 
and impacts to our environment.”

She shared the history of her family farm 
in the Bluff Point area of Northumberland 
County. “My brothers and I share a pro-
found love of our family’s farm and special 
memories of spending time exploring the 
unspoiled beaches, fields, and woods; and 
fishing and hunting on the Bay and creeks 
with our granddaddy, great uncles, cousins, 
and father. These cherished memories live 
on today in our hearts and soul. My brother, 
James has preserved many of these 
rich memories in his eloquently written 
published stories and books; while 
my brother, Snowden has captured the 
pristine beauty and tranquility of our 

farm in his paint-
ings. I have tried to 
preserve a water-
man’s way of life 
and family tradi-
tions that I learned 
decades ago.

“Our Hall an-
cestors cared for 
and respected the 
land and water 

that sustained them. 
They gave back to the 
land by planting cover 
crops, rotating crops, 
and composting. They re-
planted their oyster shells 
annually. The shorelines 
and fields were protected 
with forested buffers and 
hedgerows which also 
provided wildlife habitat,” 
she added.

 “In 2005, my brothers 
and I placed a conservation easement on 
our family’s farm, to forever protect our 

environmental heritage, 
so current and future 
generations might experi-
ence and learn why this 
is such a special place. 
Our Bay, rivers, creeks, 
and lands are incredibly 
resilient, but we must 
act now. What a differ-
ence we could make if 
each one of the over 18.1 
million of us living in the 
Bay watershed became 

better stewards of our natural resources. 
NAPS, you are more important now than 
ever for the future of our county, Bay, and 
planet,” Ida concluded.

After the presentations, Mike shared sad 
news about Jinny Estell’s terminal medical 
condition. He also paid tribute to recently 
deceased NAPS board member Eliot Levin-
son, in whose honor NAPS will be awarding 
a special STEM 
scholarship this 
spring.

The Social Committee 
then opened the buffet: 
Fried chicken from the 
Little River Market & Deli 
in Burgess, accompanied 
by side dishes provided 
by members. After dinner, 

the Sundae Bar was set up and the 30th an-
niversary cake was sliced and served.

Many generous NAPS members made 
“Angel List” 
donations to help 
pay for the party 
and support 
NAPS programs: 
Jane Towner, 
Bette & Roger 
Gruben, Jo 
Anne & Arthur 
Carver, Earline 
& Jay Walker, 
Sloane & Bob 
Kane, Marie & 
Tom Armstrong, 
Janice & David 
Manyak, Nancy 
& Ralph Millar, 
Judy & Gordon 
Burgess, Frances & Robert Holley, Janice 
Mahoney, Jan & Mike Ahart, Jeanne Ste-
vens, Ada-Clark Davis, Alice & Don Imbur, 

Beth & Bill Novick, Wonda & Lee 
Allain, John Hodges, and Mary Lou 
McFall. Click/tap here to read event 
program (PDF).

Hope to see you at the Fall Social 
next year!
Visit NAPSva.org/fall-social-2019 for 

complete color slideshow.
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Fall Social (continued from p. 1)

Artful centerpieces 
and other decorations 

were created by the 
Chesapeake Bay 

Garden Club.

Sue Lindsey helps get the buffet table 
ready for service.

Ida  speaks to the crowd.

Oysters were served four 
ways, courtesy of NAPS 
member Tom Jeffries, 
owner of Awesome 
Oysters LLC in Village.

A cake celebrating 
NAPS’ 30th year was 

created by LeCakes By 
Design in Callao.
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NAPS performed a roadside trash cleanup 
Thursday, November 7, 2019, along Route 
200 from Wicomico Church to the Tipers 
Bridge at the Great Wicomico River. The 
crew filled 15 extra-large bags with trash 
and left hundreds of pounds of larger items 
on the roadside to be removed by the Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation. Many 

bottles and cans in 
recyclable condi-
tion were recovered 
and dropped off at 
the transfer station.

The NAPS 

cleanup crew included Mike Ahart, Arthur Carver, Alice 
Imbur, Andy Kauders, Janice Mahoney, Charles Smith, 
and Martha Tallent.

“We recovered quite a few large items this time, in-
cluding a chainsaw and car parts,” said Ahart. “We also 
found hundreds of feet of thick cable that looked like 
it was dumped over the guard rail by a contractor. New 
cable is being installed along the utility poles in the 
area, but this doesn’t look like it was put here to pick 
up later…and it certainly didn’t fall off a truck. I could 
imagine deer, dogs, or other animals getting snared in 
this mess. If the contractors have a good excuse for this, 
I’d like to hear it,” Ahart added.  

According to the Code of Virginia (§33.2-802), illegal 
dumping is a misdemeanor punish-
able by confinement in jail for not 
more than 12 months and a fine of 
not less than $250 or more than 
$2,500, either or both.

NAPS Highway Cleanup Clears Trash and Debris

NAPS Highway Cleanup Crew member 
Arthur Carver recovers hundreds of feet of 
discarded cable found behind the guard rail 
on Rte. 200.

NAPS selected Ida Hall to receive the 2019 Northumberland 
Distinguished Citizen Award. The formal presentation took place 
at the NAPS Annual Fall Social on Saturday, October 26 at the Bay 
Quarter Shores Community Clubhouse (see related article, p. 1&2).

Ida has been a career waterwoman in Northumberland County for 
45 years and has been a strong advocate for environmental stew-
ardship of the Chesapeake Bay and its watershed. Ida was a strong 
supporter of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act when it was 
proposed in 1988 with the sponsorship of Northern Neck Delegate 
Tayloe Murphy. In 2002, she was the first woman from Virginia 
to be appointed to the bi-state Potomac River Fisheries Commis-
sion and has served several terms, including as chairwoman. She 
was also a member of the Virginia Blue Crab Industry Panel, an 
organization that worked to sustain the population and harvesting of 
the species.

Ida currently serves as secretary for the Virginia Waterman’s 
Association. She participates in the Heritage Ecotourism program, 
taking others out to experience first-hand what watermen do and 
teaching students about Bay ecology in the classroom. She has also 
served on Congressman Rob Wittman’s Environmental Advisory 
Panel since 2008. In 2009, Ida was asked to represent Northumber-
land County on the Tidewater Resource Conservation and Develop-
ment Council, promoting prosperous and sustainable communities. 
She is also a long-standing member of NAPS and has served as 
secretary and as a member of the board of directors.

In 2007, Ida spoke out against the environmental risks of a 288-
unit cluster development plan in the Bluff Point area of Northum-
berland County, which was later voted down by the Board of Su-
pervisors. From 2010-2013, Ida spearheaded efforts to educate the 
public about plans for another development project in the county, 
where 440 acres of the property were Zoned C-1 Conservation. 
Ida and NAPS deemed the higher densities and usages proposed 
inconsistent with any concept of conservation, and that the entire 
project would be severely affected by rising sea levels and damag-

ing floods. Although 
the county Board of 
Supervisors approved 
the project early on, the 
developer decided not 
to go through with it, 
gifted a 37-acre parcel 
to James Madison 
University, and placed 
nearly all the remainder 
into a perpetual conser-
vation easement.

In 2014, National 
Fisherman magazine, 
the country’s largest 
publication for com-
mercial fishing, named 
Ida Hall as a Highliner 
Award winner, recog-
nizing commercial watermen who “display a passion for fishing and 
advocate for the sustainability of fish and fishermen.”

Ida grew up in Danville, Virginia, but spent most summers and 
many vacations at her family’s farm on the Chesapeake Bay in Nor-
thumberland County.  She attended the College of William & Mary 
and graduated in 1972.

The Northumberland Distinguished Citizen Award is presented 
by NAPS each year to honor an individual, team, organization, or 
business in the county that advances one or more of the goals of 
NAPS: Improving the water quality of the Chesapeake Bay and its 
tributaries; Fostering and preserving the county’s rural atmosphere; 
Promoting and monitoring land use policies; Encouraging economic 
growth to promote jobs; and Cooperating with others through edu-
cational programs to target these goals. For a list of past awardees, 
visit NAPSva.org/awards-and-grants.

Ida Hall Awarded 2019 Northumberland Distinguished Citizen



  ith a 
warm wind and cloudy skies, 62 student 
and adult volunteers participated in the 
annual Creek Cleanup organized by the 
NAPS on Sunday, October 6th.

After a lunch for all participants at 
the Mallard Bay Community Clubhouse 
near Heathsville, seven skiff captains 
shoved off with cleanup teams to remove 
boatloads of trash and 
recyclables from the 
shorelines of the upper 
Great Wicomico River 

and adjacent 
creeks. A small 
group of kayak-
ers tackled the 
headwater creeks of Bush Mill 
Stream and Crabbe Mill Stream.

The teams covered over 30 miles 
of shoreline, bringing the “catch” 
back to the Mallard Bay piers to be 

unloaded and sorted. Bottles, cans, plastic, fish-
ing gear and dock debris were removed from the 
water and shore, plus lawn furniture, a sunken 
sailboat, old crab baskets and oyster floats, scrap 
metal, tires and various other trash.

Prizes were awarded to the students on the 
teams with the largest total haul, largest single 
item, most unusual item, and most reusable 
item (see photos/captions at end of article). In 

addition, each registered participant was 
awarded a NAPS-designed T-shirt with a 
trash crab logo and the message: “don’t 
trash my Bay!”

As with past NAPS creek cleanups, 
a volunteer crew from Smith Point Sea 

Rescue – Captains Pete 
Ratiz, Buddy Sylvia, 
and Bill Turbille – 
stood watch aboard the 
Rescue I as a safety 
precaution.

The volunteer trash 
crew consisted of 
members of the school Beta Club and Commu-

nity Problem Solvers groups, 
members of the Northum-
berland County Sheriff’s 
Office Explorers, and other 
students and 
adults from the 
community: 
Althea Akgun, 

Atilla Akgun, Gus Akgun, Heather 
Akgun, Nate Akgun, Caroline An-
drews, Becca Baker, James Baker, 
Keith Ball, Talen Ballast, Jay Bea, 
Bernadette Blackwell, Ian Brown-
lee, Emily Burgess, Tashil Chavda, 
Ann Demuth, Lane Eubank, 
Amanda Faulkner, Isaak Faulkner, 
Geoffrey Frank, Holly Hartung, 
Anna Jett, Jessica Lee, 
Kelsey Moss, Brady Mul-
lins, Teagan Mullins, Bradi 
O’Bier, Brooks Parker, Sam 
Parker, Marin Pinon, Chan-
ning Reynolds, Camdin Sisk, 
Alice Sisson, Caleb Smith, 
and McKensey Smithart.

The volunteer skiffs 
captains were Northumber-
land County Deputy Stephen 
Akers with first mate Stacey 
Akers, Bill Armstrong of the 
Northern Neck Land Conser-
vancy, Monty Deihl of Omega 
Protein with first mate Mary 
Deihl, Becky Haynie of Long 
& Foster Real Estate, Don 
Imbur of NAPS, Chris Parker 
of TowBoatUS, and Northum-

berland High School sophomore Hallie 
Shackleford.

A land-based support crew organized 
the effort, set up lunch, and sorted the 
trash as boats returned with their catch: 

Mike Ahart, Geoff 
Frank, Linda Gayle, 
Ralph Hendrickson, 
Julie Hendrickson, 
Zoe Ingalls, Rita 
Johnson, Lynton 
Land, Judy Lang, 
Richard LeBaron, 
Janice Mahoney, 
Shauna McCranie, 
Carrie Mullins, & 
Northumberland 
County supervisor 
Tommy Tomlin.

Mallard Bay Community admin-
istrators Scott McGuire and Bob 
Mitchell were also on hand to help. 
After crews brought back 30-foot-
long boards and other debris too 
large to be hauled away, McGuire 
provided a circular saw so that the 

items could be cut 
up. “The precision 
of the well-thought out event 
was a pleasure to observe, 
as was the enthusiastic, yet 
serious, attitude of the par-
ticipants,” wrote McGuire 
in a message to community 
members.

The NAPS Creek Cleanup 
was funded by a $250 
donation by Omega Protein 
and NAPS. Other sponsors 
include the Mallard Bay 

Community for providing its 
amenities for the base of opera-
tions, Smith Point Sea Rescue 
for providing a safety boat 
and crew, the USDA Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 

Service for 
providing 
no-cost ac-
cident insurance 
for registered 
participants, and 
Wicomico Marine 
Construction, Tif-
fany Yachts and 
Omega Protein 
for each provid-
ing use of a skiff for the cleanup. Becky Haynie vol-
unteered and captained her “See It by Boat” skiff she 
uses to show property listings 
to potential homebuyers.

“Another great day on the 
water and a sea of smiling 
faces,” said Mike Ahart, 
president of NAPS and 

team leader for the 
cleanup. “I love to 
see the community 
come together to help 
maintain our beautiful 
creeks and wildlife…
every little bit makes a difference.”

NAPS has held Creek Cleanup 
events since 1993, rotating 

through each of the county’s major 
creeks and rivers. To participate next 
year as a volunteer or sponsor, email 
stewardship@NAPSva.org.
Visit NAPSva.org/2019-Creek-Cleanup 
for complete color slideshow.

The “largest total haul” prize was 
awarded to the crew captained by Mary 
& Monty Deihl, with (from left) Caroline 
Andrews, Anna Jett, Alice Sisson, Kelsey 

Moss, and McKensey Smithart.

The “most reusable item” prize was awarded to 
the crew captained by Becky Haynie (right). Crew 
members Bradi O’Bier and Bernadette Blackwell 

wrestle a recovered dock float. Team members not 
shown: Becca Baker and Camdin Sisk.

W
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NAPS Launches Flotilla for River and Creek Cleanup

The “largest single item” was awarded for a 
sunken sailing vessel to (above, from left) 
Captain Don Imbur and the Atgun family: 

Atilla, Heather, Nate, Althea, and Gus.

Team effort from land-base crew 
transported the wreck to the trash trailer.

The “most unusual item” prize was 
awarded for an antenna-like object 
mounted to a 30-foot pole, shown 

here carried by crew members Teagan 
Mullins and Lane Eubank. The team was 
captained by Chris Parker of TowBoatUS 
with other crew members Talen Ballast, 

Jay Bea, Amanda Faulkner, Isaak 
Faulkner, Brooks Parker, and Sam Parker.
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NAPS Board Member Eliot Levinson died 
September 5, 2019 at home after a short illness. 
He was 77 years old.

Eliot was elected to the NAPS Board in 2018 
and served on the Education Committee and 
Scholarship Committee, working closely with 
county school administrators and teachers. He also 
participated in many events and projects, includ-
ing the NAPS Earth Day Festival, Farm and Field 
Day, and the Northern Neck Land Conservancy Boots & BBQ.

Eliot was born in Brookline, MA, and also lived in Washington, DC, before 
retiring to the Northern Neck. A career educator and entrepreneur, he founded the 
BLEGroup, the first education technology consulting firm that brought together 
school leaders and the education technology industry. He also created Learn 
City, the first online curriculum focused on supporting children from low income 
families in their schooling. His work connected schooling to the world of digital 
resources, integrated technology into teaching, improved the quality of education 
technology products, and advanced the management of schools. 

Eliot brought this expertise to NAPS and to the county schools, volunteering 
his time to spearhead STEM programs and provide technical advice.

After graduating from Middlebury College in 1964, Eliot served with the Peace 
Corps in Peru. He went on to earn a PhD in organizational behavior from Stan-
ford University in 1978 and later served as the principal of Wayland Junior High 
School in Massachusetts. In New York City, Eliot was appointed to the executive 
staff of the first Chancellor the New York City Board of Education, a role that 
benefited from his lifelong interest in learning organizations and technological 
innovation. 

After retiring from full-time employment, Eliot settled into life in Northum-
berland County with his wife, Bryna. He grew oysters, completed the Virginia 
Master Naturalist course and took up fiddle lessons. He and Bryna also raised 
service dogs, one of his greatest passions.

He is survived by his wife of 26 years, Bryna Brennan; his sons, Andrew T. 
Levinson (Stephanie Avila) and Jesse Levinson (Emanuelle); and five grandchildren.

Funeral services took place September 10, 2019 at 10:30 at Temple Micah, 
2829 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20007. A memorial service was held 
in the Northern Neck on Sept. 22 at 2 p.m. at Good Luck Cellars in Kilmarnock. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Canine Compan-
ions for Independence c/o Old Dominion Chapter treasurer, 3000 Ellesmere Dr, 
Midlothian, VA 23113.

In Memoriam
Eliot Levinson

Myrtle Louise Davenport Phil-
lips, who was known as Mopsy all 
her life, passed away peacefully on 
October 30, 2019 with her husband 
of 63 years by her side. 

She served many years on the 
NAPS board of directors, spearhead-
ing its education and scholarship 
programs.

Visitation was held on December 1, 2019, 6pm at the Berry O. 
Waddy Funeral Home, Burgess, Virginia. Funeral services took place 
at St. Frances De Sales Catholic Church in Kilmarnock on December 
2, 2019, and burial at Arlington Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia. 

Born in Los Angeles, California, on July 2, 1934, Mopsy attended 
local Catholic schools, there, and graduated from San Jose State Uni-
versity with a degree in education. She married Don Phillips in 1956. 
After Don’s commission in the Army in 1958, Mopsy went on to 
raise three sons and a daughter, serve as an active Army spouse, and 
teach in schools whenever possible. In 1998, Mopsy and Don settled 
in Heathsville, Virginia, and she immediately became involved in 
numerous organizations and nonprofits in the Northern Neck, includ-
ing NAPS. Soon after, Mopsy began her first of three terms on the 
Northumberland County School Board. In her final term, she served 
as Vice Chair of the Board and as the Virginia School Board Associa-
tion Chair of the Eastern Region (2011-2012). She loved helping 
young people succeed in school, visiting her eight grandchildren, 
and caring for her Jack Russell Terriers. An expert knitter, she won 
numerous awards for her sweaters and socks. Her parents, Edith L. 
and Joseph Davenport, and brother Joseph Davenport, Jr. preceded 
her in death.

Mopsy is survived by her husband, Col. Don Phillips (Ret); 
children Don Anthony Phillips, Kimberley Phillips Boehm, Michael 
Lee Phillips, and Mark Richmond Phillips; her children’s spouses 
Dawna Ross Phillips, Marcus F. Boehm, Lisa Savage Phillips, and 
Dolly Breen Phillips; and grandchildren, Peter and Nina Shmorhun; 
Don Ross and Dana Phillips; Michael and Matthew Phillips; Mark 
and Shanti Phillips; and her dear cousins, Richmona Dunn Jones and 
Richmond Dunn.

Memorials may be given to the Myrtle L. Phillips Scholarship 
Fund to support college-bound students graduating from Northum-
berland High School, or to the Kilmarnock Boys & Girls Club.

Myrtle Phillips

Jinny Lee Estell passed away peacefully on October 31, 
2019 at her home, The Folly, in Heathsville after a heroic 
fight with breast cancer. Born October 27, 1940 to Sidney 
and Martha Cornell in Cincinnati Ohio, she attended Wal-
nut Hills High School, class of ‘58 and Skidmore College 
in Saratoga Springs, NY. She married William A. (Bill) 
Estell Jr. in 1962, the year he was commissioned at the 
U.S. Naval Academy.

Jinny was a dedicated Navy wife and mother, and also 
became a practicing obstetrics nurse from 1971 to 1996. In the Northern 
Neck, Jinny was a Virginia Master Gardener and life-long educator. She 
was an active volunteer in the Northumberland County Elementary School 
Reading Partners Program, the regional hospital (RGH), the Northern Neck 

Free Health Clinic, and the Master Gardeners Garden at 
the Northumberland Farm Museum in Heathsville. Jinny 
and Bill were active in NAPS since 1996. Bill served as 
president from 2012-2016, and was awarded the Northum-
berland Distinguished Citizen Award in 2017.

Jinny is survived by Bill Estell, Capt. USN (Ret.); chil-
dren, William A. Estell III (wife Katherine and her son, 
Zachary) of Simsbury CT; and Martha Elizabeth Estell of 
Alexandria, VA; grandchildren, Lauren and Katie Estell, 
as well as Cathy O’Keefe, the grandchildren’s mother. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to the Northern Neck Free Clinic or Hospice of Virginia, 1328 Tappahan-
nock Blvd, Tappahannock, VA 22560

A Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, January 19, 2020, at Good 
Luck Cellars in Kilmarnock, VA.

Jinny Estell

By Dr. Lynton S. Land

If you want to install solar panels, two inter-
related questions must be answered:

1. How much power do you want to 
produce?

2. Will the panels be mounted on a roof 
or will they be ground-mounted?

The best azimuth for the array is slightly 
west of south, say 200º, and the best angle is 
about 34º. Full sunlight generates the most 
power so shade must be minimized. An aver-
age panel is about 65 x 39 inches and can be 
installed either horizontally (landscape) or 
vertically (portrait). Single panels are typically 
rated at about 300 watts, but only about 85% 
of the rated power will be realized largely 
because of inefficiencies in converting DC 
to AC. A “lockable, load-breaking manual 
disconnect switch” must be installed near the 
meter.

The Virginia Administrative Code (§ 56-
594) states that generating facilities “shall not 
exceed the expected annual energy consump-

tion based on the previ-
ous 12 months of billing 
history,“ and cannot 
exceed 20 kilowatts. As 
a place to start, deter-
mine your annual usage 
from your electric bill. 
Then figure out how 
many panels you want 
and where they will go. 
A zoning permit and an 
electrical permit from the 
county are required. Also required, from the 
power company, is a form certifying Liability 
Insurance (20VAC5-315-60) and form NMIN 
(20VAC5-315-30) giving notice of your intent 
to operate a generating facility.

A contractor should be identified to do the 
electrical (or all) work. NAPS has a list of 
contractors and you will likely profit from dis-
cussions with folks who have installed work-
ing systems. In 2019 a tax credit of 30% of the 
total cost applies, which can be spread over 

several years (IRS form 5695). The credit 
drops to 26% in 2020, 22% in 2021 and zero 
thereafter, unless changed by Congress or a 

new administration.
It is often stated that the cost of an aver-

age installation is between about $11,000 and 
$15,000 after the 30% 2019 solar tax credit.  
We were at the low end of this range because 
I built the frame and installed the raceway 
(conduit) in the trench. It is unlikely that the 
reduced cost of power will offset our cost of 
installation in less than a decade.

It is preferable to use micro-inverters that 
convert direct current (DC) produced by 
each solar panel to alternating current (AC). 
Differences in production by different panels 
are better smoothed out and you can track the 

performance of each panel via the internet. 
A single inverter has a warranty consid-
erably shorter (for good reason!) than 
either the panels or micro-inverters (each 
typically 25 years). Battery storage raises 
the cost considerably at current prices, but 
allows solar power to be used at night. It 
can be added later. Power outages are typi-
cally short, and a very long outage would 
drain the batteries. Isolation switches must 
be installed if solar power is to be used 
during a power outage so that activating 
the grid and injuring a lineman is prevent-
ed. Solar Renewable Energy Certificates 
(SRECS) are unlikely to be worthwhile for 
small generating facilities in Virginia at 
this time.

Our 5.25 kW ground-mounted array 
(15 Hyundai 350 watt panels and Enphase 
micro-inverters) produces 4.4 kW peak 
AC power. “Net metering” credits us with 
the power we produce at the same price as 
the power we purchase. It will be at least 
a year before the economics are quanti-
fied. Because of trees at the horizons, our 
ground-mounted array generates more 
than half power (200 kW) for only about 
5 hours each day instead of about 8 hours 
for a completely unshaded array. The array 
has nearly halved our NNEC electric bills.
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Solar power in the Northern Neck

NAPS Members Lynton Land & Judy Lang recently installed a 
ground-mounted solar array at their residence in Ophelia.

Treasurer’s Report
  Total assets have grown by $3,865 since 

the 7/2/19 report published in our spring 
newsletter.   The value of the endowment 
fund has appreciated by $1,480, a 7.3% 
increase.  We have taken in an additional 
$5,143 in dues, donations, fall social tickets, 
and Amazon Smile credits since the previous 
report.  Major expenses were for the creek 
cleanup and the fall social. 

Submitted by:  Roger Gruben, Treasurer; 11-30-2019 

Starting Balance (1-Jan-2019)  $9,494.17
REVENUES:
 Dues $6,436.98
 Endowment $400.00
 Other $2,943.61
Total Revenues  $9,780.59
EXPENSES:
 Administration $1,232.34
 Donations & Scholarships $6,346.01
 Membership & Newsletter $673.99
 Events $2,987.40
 Projects $615.97
 Other $0.00
Total Expenses   $11,855.71
CURRENT YEAR NET  -$2075.12
Current Cash Balance   $7,419.05
Other Assets: 
 Scholarship Endowment:  $21,519.19
Total Assets  $28,938.24

Membership 
Report 

As of December 14th, we have added 
25 new memberships in 2019: 14 families, 
6 individuals, 4 sustaining members, and 
1 student.  We are hopeful that a year-end 
push for new members will bring us to 30 
new memberships.  

Membership Level 2019 Paid 2018

Business 1 1

Family 57 45

Individual 31 22

Patron 4 2

Sustaining 24 21

Student 1 1

Total 118 92

Welcome New NAPS Members    
since our spring newsletter:

Mary Martha Stewart and Bradford Bond
Clif Ames

Rick & Rosemary Malone
Tom Jeffries

Brian Dillistin
Geoffrey & Mary Ann Frank

Atilla & Heather Akgun
John & Lynn Melton

Mike & Carrie Mullins
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P.O. Box 567  •  Heathsville, VA 22473

NAPS Calendar
NAPS Board meetings will be held on the second Friday of the 

month at the Atlantic Union Bank on Route 360 in Burgess start-
ing at 10am, unless rescheduled – see updates at NAPSva.org.

Feb. 14, Fri.  ..... NAPS Board Meeting, Atlantic Union Bank at 10am
Feb. 29, Sat.  .  NAPS Annual Meeting & Climate Change        
                             Awareness Program, Heathsville United 
                             Methodist Church, 10am-noon
Mar. 13, Fri.  .... NAPS Board Meeting, Atlantic Union Bank at 10am
Apr. 10, Fri.  ..... NAPS Board Meeting, Atlantic Union Bank at 10am
Apr. 18, Sat.  .  NAPS 6th Annual Earth Day Festival, Heathsville

NAPS Officers & Board Members
NAPS Officers

President ................. Mike Ahart ..................... 313-0274 mikeahart@kaballero.com
Vice President ......... Janice Mahoney ............ 580-3154 vervaville@yahoo.com
Secretary ................. Shauna McCranie .......... 580-8032 smccranie@nucps.net
Treasurer ................. Roger Gruben ................ 435-1863 rogergruben@gmail.com

NAPS Board of Directors
Roger Gruben ......... (Term Expires 2/2020) ........... 435-1863  rogergruben@gmail.com
Gena McKinley ........ (Term Expires 2/2020) ... 910-617-9491  gmckinley2016@gmail.com
Tommy Armstrong .. (Term Expires 2/2020) ...............580-3052 tommarie870@gmail.com
Rita Johnson ........... (Term Expires 2/2021) ........... 580-3052 rita@kaballero.com
Julie Hendrickson ... (Term Expires 2/2021) ... 703-346-2284 freshfaux@gmail.com
Martha Tallent ......... (Term Expires 2/2021) ........... 453-6832 tallent@va.metrocast.net
Janice Mahoney ...... (Term Expires 2/2022) ........... 580-3154 vervaville@yahoo.com
Shauna McCranie.... (Term Expires 2/2022) ........... 580-8032 smccranie@nucps.net
Mike Ahart .............. (Term Expires 2/2022) ........... 313-0274 mikeahart@kaballero.com

News Editor.............. Gena McKinley ...... 910-617-9491 gmckinley2016@gmail.com
Production ............... Mike Ahart ..................... 313-0274 mikeahart@kaballero.com

 For over a year NAPS members have been mentoring the “Com-
munity Problem Solvers” NMS student group as it has worked to edu-
cate the community on the benefits of solar energy for county schools. 
After field trips and presentations, its efforts resulted in the school 
system requesting proposals for installation of solar power.

On Friday Dec. 6, Northumberland County Schools Director of 
Maintenance & Facilities Mr. Jeff Brann, Maintenance & Facilities 
Specialist Mike Wallace, Director of Finance Donna Booth, and Su-
perintendent Dr. Holly Wargo visited the group (photo right), coached 
by Academically Talented & Gifted Coordinator Shauna McCranie. 
The lively, student-led discussion focused on a recent news article 
Minnesota District Wins 100% Clean Energy.

On Thursday, December 12, 2019, the School Board approved the 
intent to award a solar Purchase Power Agreement under Request for 
Proposal NCPS 2020-1 to Sun Tribe Solar. Sun Tribe works with Fortune 
200 companies to meet their energy needs, partnering with government 
agencies on innovative installations, working with rural communities 
as they transition to 21st century energy economies, and helping school 

districts save money while educating and inspiring the next generation 
of leaders. Sun Tribe has installed solar arrays in the following school 
divisions: Middlesex, King William, Westmoreland, Newport News, Ar-
lington, Powatan, Fairfax, Louisa, Hanover, Henrico, and Virginia Beach.

“I commend Mrs. McCranie and her students for their problem solving 
work with the NCPS solar project,” stated Dr. Wargo. “As you know, the 

goal of Community Problem Solving (CmPS) is to bridge the gap 
between school and the real world. Students involved in CmPS 
learn powerful lessons about creating change, about dealing with 
local authorities and organizations, and about making a positive 
impact. In this case, our (Northumberland Middle School) CmPS 
students are investigating the benefits of solar for our school divi-
sion.”

‘Community Problem Solvers’ Push Solar Schools Ahead


